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THE FIGHT TO MAKE NEW YORK CITY ‘DRY’
New Chief Is Undismayed by All-Pervading Wetness

Hailing From Kentucky, Fifth Man to Undertake Difficult Task Knows All About Moonshining
and Finds Plenty of It Here as Well as Legion of Smugglers---Flood of Liquor Diverted
From Legitimate Channels and General Disregard for Eighteenth Amendment---
Predicts Situation WillSoon Get Down to Home Brew and Hip Pocket Proposition

HERALD not only a vivid account of the liquor situation in New

THE following article gives the readers of THE NEW YORK

York city and State as seen by Ernest S. Langley, the new Chief
Prohibition Supervising Agent for this district, but presents also a strik-
ing description of the man himself, a strong character in which decision
and a fighting spirit go with many picturesque traits. That a man who
was born in the moonshine region of Kentucky should be one to under-
take the sponging up of New York may appear something in the nature
of a paradox, but as a matter of fact Mr. Langley has spent years in such

work.

That the new enforcement chief, the fifth in succession in the office,
is fully aware of the difficulties that beset the path of dry agents in his
district is apparent from his observations of conditions as they exist

here and elsewhere in the country.

These difficulties he enumerates in

a forceful and sparkling manner, and says they only spur him to keener

effort.

He also makes some interesting predictions concerning changes

pertaining to the liquor situation in New York.
By EDWIN C. HILL.

RERRRRLLLLLNNNNGGGG!!

The telephone in the inner offiee of
Room 801, 49 West Twenty-seventh
street, breaks queralously, In-
sistently. The man at the iig flat topped
desk shifts a cigar from the southwest (o
the northeast corner of his mouth, reaches
for the Instrument, claps his ear to the re-
celver and shootg ont ; “Well I
Then one hears, after the

other end of the wire has sald his plece .
“Hell, no! Pay no attention to lawyers.
on't Rewd
on your warrant awdl serve it out to the
letter.
level,”

the quiet

mian uf the

listen to lies. what's written

I'Il gtamd by you—if you are oo the

Clip-clap, the recelver goes iuto its hook
and the one syllable person with a burr on
hig tongue swings nround to his visitor.

“Oh, you little old wet New York!™
sollloquizes. “Where in the name ol
Lord does the stuff all come from?
me about 500 honest, well palil booze slenths

he
the
Glve

and T will guneantee to make the city as

dry as the Mohave Desert—well, pretty
nearly, anyway—bhul
how we ean mop up this all pervading wet-
ness with the lttle sponge that Uncle Sam
cives us. It's one hell of u job, I'll tell the

world, including Russia.”

' Dlessed If 1 see

Introducing Ernest S. Langley,
Chief Dry Agent in New York State
Suspecting that It's about time to intre-
duee thiz gentleman of speech so direct, I
lierehy present Mr, Ernest 8. Langley of
ecastern Kentucky, Chief Prolilbition Super-
vising Agent for the State of New York,
which means to many folk the Chief Gloom
of the U, 8. A, Tnke a the
Langley man, ossibly just possibly, you
might want to see him flirst on some occn-
At all events he's worth o glanee or

good look at

slon.
twao.

Some men fnd most wonien suggest color
tones. Langley 1= brown. His face Is
tanned  nlmost light coffea colo
years of Government sleuthing out of coors

ta n by

In all sorts of elimates and weathers, He
has the complexion of a sallor, of an ad-
ventnrer, He looks llke a two gun man.

He would do for one of Bill Tlart’s stick-up
drnnms  of cinema, he.uw or
villain, either one, He
by any means, sizing ap for what is often
enlled “medinm bRIA"  That he
1« whout 5 feet O Inches nll, well mereled
welghs prob-

the nasistant

is nut a bhig man
Is to say

though not consplenously so,
ably 1680 pounds, and suggests competency
in n

craditably BT

hit

handle himself
Hie Hght
the age of 45, though he hag enough left to
His dark brown
Lo
His niosa

brown hair is thinning = nt

covier the top of his pate,

eves are suficiently wide apurl tvite

confidence, His forehemd s high.
turns up a Httle nt the tip and hig rather
wide mouth has rather thin lps, His Jaw
is prominently modelled smd he bas a gowd,
i chin,  Altogether the chief enforcement
oflicer resembles o man of decision just s
e lonks ke o fighter,

Langley's Retreat Always
Is Safe From I[nvasion

The office i= astonlshingly bare Foxcopt
for the flat topped desk ol which Loangley
aud hi= chief assistamt Ray Conley, =it

there 1s Mitle wore than o spare chnir In
the whole blg room The desk s exaetly
in the centre of the emerald
There are wo enfrances to
trent =pring

green darped

Iangley's re

nmil e Ik & kegt on hoth

doors Lungley 18 ns gevessible ws n bank

president, no more
There are seven

i

good redasons why he de

sires to know in advance exactly who s
comwing In to call. There arve two doors be-
ciausze It is often advisable for a visitor to
leave without belng seen by persons that
have entered the anteroom since his ar-ival.
Moreover, Langley's agents find a private
door at the back of the room a handy thing.
They are constantly slipping through it to
whisper in the ear of their boss or to get his
curt orders.  They seem, by the way, to
have o pretty thorough respect for the new
chief, the fifth in the succession of those
thiat bave tried to dry up New York.

Recalling the Four Men
Who Preceded Him in Office

The first, it will be recallel, was James
J. Sheviin, who stiyved on the job elght
months before Washington decided to shift
him to Texus. Then came Frank L. Boyd
wlio quit lnst November after walling that
It was a thankless amd a hopeless task to
try to muake New York dry. The third in
line was Knox Phagan whose tenure was
quite short, however sweef, and then came
Danlel L. Chapin, who, while with us briefly
enough, revealed himself to be a4 min of
parts,  For example, he had his whole flock
of agents before him one day, more than
100 fellows who bhad been uncovering (or
covering) law violations, and he made them
all lay their two hands upon his desk top.
Everybody that wore a diamond ring got
the sick, No honest prohibition enforce-
ment officer could afford to wear diamonds,
=il Dan Chapin.  And now comes Langley,
himself a charncter, and speaking with as-
tonishing frankness about the formidable
charancter of his task,

He comes from eastern Kentucky, as has
heen sald ; from the hill country swhere Re.
publicans ahound, where feuds are founght
ot through thinning generntions; where
moeonshine whiskey has been made for a
centnry and a guarter and will continne to
Iw made ag long as the men of the moun-
talns ralse corn and cherish the conviction
that the Government has no more right to
tax corn lquor than it has to tax corn-
hread @ where womenfolk stlll ride to town
sitting back of thelr hushands upon the
famlly mule. FErnest & Langley was born

on the Blg Sandy River with the sickish-
sweet smell of moonshine in his nose, and
all his life he has been trailing the stuff.

“I ecertalnly know whiskey from the
ground up,” he says.

turnedd out, having been
pointees, fillers in.  Langley
even though he realizes thut he has about
the meanest job of anybody in the United
States.

telporary  ap-
vants to stick

Langley in his inner office at

49 West Twenty-seventh street, isl
about as accessible as a bank president, except possibly by teleplione.
He gets many a tip over the wire.

Eastern Kentucky has been sending bis
brother John to Congress for many years
the eoming session will his ninth— and
hoth of the Langleys are ftepublicans, Com
ing from thelr part of the country they
conld be searcely anyvthing eise, for Demo
erats In the mountains of east Kentueky
have almost no social stapding and are
with diffienlty kept under the protection of
the gnme laws. For a good HRepublican
rengon, therefore, Hrother Ernest expects
to he made permanent chief enforcer In
this State, hls predecessors, except Shev-
lin, who was not very permanent as |t

a man to do his keenest.”

Navy.

store.”

not to give evidence against them.
of such persons.”

how the saloons can buck the game.”

Langley’s Highlights on the Liquor Situation

€I'M blessed if | see how we can mop up this all pervading wetness with the

little sponge that Uncle Sam gives us.
world, including Russia. . . . | know what I'm up against, but that sort of spurs

“One can buy a very classy still for about $40, copper and everything. It
might amaze the community if we could get a loock at all the good people who
are moonshining thus in utter contempt of the law of their country.”

“Eventually, in my judgment, say in about three years, the liquor problem
in New York city will get down to a home brew and hip pocket proposition.
don’t believe New York can ever be made dry in the literal sense.
always be some booze sloshing around.”

“There are probably 40,000,000 gallons of whiskey in the country, and |
am dead sure there is enough of the stuff hidden in barns and cellars around
New York to run the city for at least two years. All this stuff is aside from the
liquor now in bonded warehouses under Uncle Sam’s lock and key.”

“Enough whiskey comes through from Canada to float the United States
In a stretch of twenty-two counties in this State we have only eighteen
men to keep an eye on 114 gateways through which booze can ooze from Canada.

“Druggists are making under permit an enormous amount of toilet articles
and proprietary medicines, so they say, or so their books show; and locating »
needle in a haystack is a einch compared to tracing a barrel of alcohol in a drug

“Saloon keepers sell nowadays only te people they know and can rely on
There seems to be a very numerous class

“It is my opinion that the new State enforcement law, making the polica
force enforcemant agents, means the finish of the corner gin mill.

“I have watched my men pretty closely.
I find one of them betraying me he will know something has hit him."

“Enforcement agents get about $1,700 a year.
I believe there would be less disposition for men to go wrong and that a hetter
class of men would be drawn into the service.”

“An immense amount of information comes te us from informers,
prohibition law has furnished a way for lots of people to pay off old scores, it
would seem, and Uncle Sam is the gainer thereby."

“There were 39,000,000 gallons of grain aleohol released in 1920 for patent
medicines, hair tonica and such—three times as much as ever before.

“Ligquor is so expensive and so bad in moast places where it is accessible at
all that few buy except men confirmed in their addiction and with the price.”

“It's going to take a long time, maybe a whole generation, for public apinion
in New York te change as regards the prohibition law.
ment agencies will just have to rack alo_ng doing the best we can.”

It's one hell of a job, I'll tell the

There will

I don't see
I helieve they are square men. If

They should have $3,000.

ThF

"

But we of the enforce-

“I want to see if o man enn pake gootl
on this proposition,” he “T know
what T'm up agninst and with what insuff
clent tools, hat that sort of =spurs o muap to
o his keenest,  I'm no New
York, you know, ns six thir
i the U'nited States Revenue Servies
this city, and T
feoiiriately

VR

Blranger o
vears of my
teen
have been spent here in
know the lie of the
Sizing up the whole enforcement =ituation,
there are a few factors that stamd out, in

Innil very

my estimation,

“In the first plnce, tnke the wntter of
public opinfon. It is pretty obvious that
publle opinlon in this ity is indifferent to
enforcement If uot actuplly  hostile.  Ap
parently a large part of the population
chuckle with pleasure when they see pro
Eihition made farcieal. Another large pmrt

deliberately violntes the laow, slthough (hey

ure men and women of charaeter and wonld
not dream of bresking other laws know
Ingly Whatever publle sentiment may e
olepwhere In the country it I= unfriendls
to prolilbition n Fhis and =evernl other hig
clities,

“Look at the manifestations of evnien
disobedience to the Constitution and the
luw qf Congress, 1 have ren=on to believe
that ‘at many publle banquets this year
dinners attended by men of Inrze promd
nence, weialth and respectability. bankers
rollege men, professional  men, there was
mare hooze consamed than at dinners In
the wet era.  These gentlemen, oll plilnrs
of respectabllity, bronght their own llguor

‘ont the hip,” as the phirnse his 1L, enreving

thelr stimulant In pocket Moasks aml drink
ing more stralght whiskey therefore than
they ever consiamed o the old doys I
have been told by credible persons  that
therg has been much nctunl pablic drank

enness nt these dinpners. Al these men whio

violnte the Iaw in that way know perfectly
well whnt they are doing ey g to
lengths In o s«pirit of bhravade, T think  but
It all traces back to thelr dlistaste for the
prahibition Iaw

“Take the household situntion—the pri-
vate still, How many aen (o you Kknow
that are moking their own booee, either
distillivg hnaed Hoguor or brewliog  boer?”
Langley nsked

“A number,” T sald. “One of them by
the wiy, Ig n very |'.|-H|'I|!|1|I fminker An-
other 1s a well known lnwss I wonlidn't
e surprised 1o henr of o prescher

Yxor would 1) salid Lanel I himven't

n donbt that thousiunds of stitis are ranning
I this clty, many thousands. lu the private

“He looks like a two gun man.
Hart’s stickup dramas of the cinema, assistant hero or villain, either
one."—From the interviewer's description.

He would do for one of Bill

ERNEST S.

Chief Prohibition Supervising Agent for New York State.

homes,  These contrivances are heing man
ufactured enormously anid there 1= no dould
that they hove a wide sale. twme cun Lay o
very classy stlll for ahout $40, copper anild

evervthing, It might amoei oty
I we vould zet a look at all the cool peeople
who e moonshinlnge thus in utter «on
tempt of the law of thelr country Aol it
isn’t a thing we can gct aut In order to
enter a private residence we mnst trst suap-

v evidence that the law s being vio ated
We must prove that o st = noaperatbon or
thiut I« heing bhrewed Anil
virtually mpossible to ger evidence witlont
getting Into the house, We zet nowhera i
that husiness,

Thinks There Always Will Be
Some Booze Sloshing Around

D vet s

“Eventually, In my Judement, =ay In
ahont three yenrs, the Hguor problem in
New York ohty will get down to & home
hrew and hip pocker proposition I don't
helleve New York can ever be made dry in
n lternl sense, There will alwpvs he some
hoore sloshing around,  Muoach of Jt will
come Trom the private stills 1t Is easy to
make amd of gowd quality if let alone to
age, T don't see what we are going o oo
about the hip pockets.  You ean’t go avountd
rpping every doubitul eoking eltizen upon
his sauthern exposure,”

“Tow muaeh distilled lguor s there In
the countey amd In this New Yorl distriet.
Chlel Langley ¥

“That's hard to say with any accarney
Longley  replied “Ro omach Is coneedled
vl heldd ot in hidy holes,  There nre proh
ahly 400NN gallons of whiskey in the

conntey, aned 1 oo dead =ure there s enoagh
cirl I rs

af the stuff hidden in barns and

aronnd New Yoark to mn the clty for af
leaist two years, All this sgaff = aside from
the lHguor now in honded warehonses ander
I'nele Sam's lock and key It represents

millions of gallons that were withidrawn on
forged permits, There
months ngo when forged permits

ke autumn

wne o perfod o fow

lonyvies Uninestlonubly . hun

dreds of Inedlvidonls amd dealers il

chanee to got goods ont of bond amd it n
safe hWding pliee  That <tuff keeps tricl
lng steadily Into the mnrker and therp's =
much of It that the oeeasionnl selzures we
e able to mnke have no per tihle et

It would 1nke 14
Instend of the few dozen wy

up this Hoguer."”

VT nge

thowsamls of oy

huve v ool

Smuggling Most Troublesome
Factor in Liquor Situation

‘How npbout the smugellng <hOmntioe s

“Bud,” sndd Langley, “That's the blgges
trouble Of all.  Eoough whisgkeys e
through from Capsda to Hoat the 1 nited
Stutes Navy, In stroteh of o
countles in this State we luive anls l
men’ o keep noeve tapaon 114 Wil
through which owze can odee I In 1]
That's ab=und, of course, The resull 1s th
Hitle progres= s made stopplng tin nug
glers They o about w= they pleas
their tricks and devices are emilloss Yoy
pep fast motor cars with HSlimling i
lighi = Fhey pack the =taff thr h
woioills over Indion teotls gl iL
earrying five amd ten gnllim i I By
bring aver In ennones I'halr ntesems
nre pndless here f= o dolly teaffie in this
smngeled whisker from Com Smng
gling runs the entire length of the bordern
but we get our slmre ot th end

“1 have mentloned [hree sounrces of sipe
piy, the maonshine, home made lgpor: the
Hauor that was withdrawn from Hand by
the milllon= of @nllons or v '
ome  manths agn, hes it |
smugeled I from Canaedn ol G ¥
extent from  stenmships veturning  ‘rom
Panonin, Mexico, Cualwm, the Bahaioas o

e A R e
LANGLEY,
the Bermwilas, as well as from  Eurvspeat
ports. This is relatively Thzht, but a good
deal does get In fiest aned Iast, asnd e al
coptributes 1o onr troubles,

“Phe Tourth mwesns of supply for the
thirsty Is the bonded whiskey relensed on
hona fde permits from Governmenot wege-
bouse=s gl then diverted from the lega! andl
permitted use in medicines and toller arti
cles to straight beverage purposes. A whole
lot of whiskey goes astray in' that way

“Here's the way the scheme s worked
wdinarily, A whaolesale dealer goez fo the
State Probibitlon  Director, Chatles R,
O'Connor, and obtalng a permilt to with

draw ten barrels of whiskey, declaring the
whiskey is for non-heverage purposes, drugs

and  medlvines, Then  the wholesaler
promptly sells to another whiolesaler, who
sollg 1o o third, who does husiness with »
fourth, who may spHt the lot In selling

his eustomers, sl finelly the ten barrels
nre so divide i subdivided thar §r is
somerimes ] to wdeniify the with-
drawal, v nlong  this devions
conrse of teaide the lignor gets Into the
bands of boofleguers Fhere hiave been
bont  30000,000 =illons of whiskey with
deawn, aml the specualation s that the
greater part of It lis been diverted to hev

OTage purpnses

Cooperates With State Agents
Against Crooked Wholesalers

“Much of our enforcement work is ob
talning evidence to show Volstend pes vieo
lation apd conspirancy by crooked whole
il lpr= There Is where we work In coop
erntlon with Stare Director O'Connor « e

purtment.  The State Director lssues nl

permits for withdrawals and there are six
or seven (iferent Kinds of vermits. These
are importation amd exportation, teansponti-
tlon, mmnufactaring, physiclans and a per
nit for sacramenthl  purposes It §s our
m=ines= to check up all along the loe to
s I the permits are honestly used We
ow after (¥Connor's office.  If wy sns
ot thot n wholespler is divertinge whiske
ol legeers we exiamine rthat wan's hook=
1< the lnw glves ns o rl to o, We find
when and to whom he sold the quor with
Heanwn Fhen we hop to the secomd set of
ks Someties we iy v 2o to five o
denlers= hefot (ol - v of where
the withdrawal was hrok up anmd ille
gnlly diverind (¥ 1te tho aetun
verter we put him out of bosiness bt
mol e sy |
el re ninking ander permit an
PRITELS 1= Tl o« ollet articles amd pre
prietary meddelm o0 they «ny, or so 1l
v, alifl iting n neadle in a hay
of 1e0h ) mparesd  to) traeiaz
barrel of aleohol in a deoie store. We inve
gt gl elusses of permits pe closels
s | Lo the sneernmentnl variety, T
1 e i I e el st witl .|| ] f
1 i« H permil, evers
ten, Enllonx . vear for ove
his toch
A ] (| ni f enforcome
' 1T} thie LTS
W : Nl b ] I
rely | ]
TULe n New Y ! T
oy rol enly S f them hn
heen arrestesl—many, in fnct. Some of then
have been acquitted oar hnve heen the hene
Inttes of B Jdisigreomont ininiot
wrntl ignln v nll wiw
wlinpwery st re A iventag n
variets of hrand new (rid
from ralders In the
'-I'li!‘. Impn 1y ror =franger o g™ n
nk 'l W thnt T monn that von
i 1 il ointo a aploon
1 wetl I before afd whoere
L tniied on Following Page




